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September 24, 2013
Summary of Discussion
_______________________________________________________________________________
The ARTF Results Workshop was held on September 24, 2013 to facilitate a discussion between
Government, Donors and the ARTF Administrator on the new ARTF Scorecard. The objective of the day
was to inform future discussions on development issues as well as prioritization of ARTF funds within the
framework of the Financing Strategy. The Workshop ended with an ARTF Steering Committee meeting
focusing on the key decisions on future direction. The Steering Committee meeting was attended by
Minister of Finance, Omar Zakhilwal, Deputy Minister Mustafa Mastoor, staff from Ministry of Finance
and representatives from 13 donor countries.
MINISTER ZAKHILWAL’S REMARKS: The role of ARTF becomes more important in the transition process,
as resources are increasingly reduced, it is important the resources are well-coordinated. The track
record of the ARTF in pushing reforms has been good, but caution should be adopted before widening
the scope of the ARTF. Maintaining a focus on development is critical to the effectiveness of the ARTF.
The Minister noted that a strengthened focus on poverty needs to be carefully balanced between short
and longer term interventions as well as between service delivery and infrastructure. The ARTF
approach has so far been effective in addressing both. Solid data on impact will be critical to reflect the
poverty reduction effects of ARTF-supported programs so far.
The Minister stressed that alignment is necessary not just thematically, but at the project level. He
expressed his gratitude for the progress ARTF has made in this area, and requested that discussions
continue to ensure Ministry of Finance remains involved in prioritization of funds.
AGREED ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AND ACTION: Seven key issues were raised for discussion during the
workshop and for final decision at the Steering Committee. Thus to ensure agreement between
Government, donors and the World Bank as ARTF Administrator on what issues and activities should be
raised in the ARTF working Groups, both in the short term in preparation of the 1393 Update to the
ARTF Financing Strategy (to be finalized by December 2013), and in the medium term to prepare the
new ARTF Financing Strategy 1393-1396 (to be finalized by December 2014).
1. FOCUS ON POVERTY;
2. PRIORITIZATION OF FUNDING;
3. ALIGNMENT WITH NATIONAL PRIORITY PROGRAMS AND USE OF COUNTRY SYSTEMS;
4. PORTFOLIO PERFORMANCE;

5. DONOR PREDICTABILITY AND ENGAGEMENT;
6. RESULTS MONITORING;
7. RISK AND RISK MITIGATION.

For each of those issues several deliverables and actions were agreed to further strengthen the ARTF.
Please find more detailed information on the agreements made for each of these topics in annex 1.
PRESENTATION ON RESULTS OF PEFA 2013: The World Bank did a presentation on the results of the
review Public Expenditure and Financial Accountability 2013 (PEFA). Ministry of Finance (MoF) and
World Bank will host a workshop at later stage to share additional detail from the assessment.
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